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of Irish History; George IV made an entry, in state, into
Dublin, the first King of England, since Richard II, who had
set foot in Ireland, except as an enemy. He was one of the
worst of British Sovereigns; and yet his presence was greeted
with tumultuous acclaim, a significant proof of what might
have been the effect of Kingship, on the spot, on Celtic
nature, always attached to persons rather than to institutions and
laws. During the period between 1813 and 1820, Grattan had
continued to advocate the Catholic claims, but under cir-
cumstances in many respects adverse. The Veto still divided
the whole Catholic Body; and Grattan was repudiated, as a
champion of their cause, by O'Connell, the priesthood, and
the mass of Catholic Ireland. Yet the high souled patriot
clung, as he said, "with desperate fidelity," to right and
justice; and though he never obtained a majority in behalf of
his demand, he lived to see that his adversaries were evidently
losing ground. He passed away quietly in 1820, a great
orator, a real statesman, a lover of his country, in the best
sense of the word; it deserves notice, too, that, in his later
years, he seems to have approved of the Union he had so
fiercely denounced. His successor was Plunket, greatly his
inferior in every way as a political figure, but a Parliamentary
speaker of the very first order, whose cogent logic and sedate
eloquence were more in harmony with a British audience than <
the declamation and fiery passion of Grattan, injured as these
sometimes were, by a bad mannerism. By this time the
Catholic Question was gradually making way in British
opinion; it was ably sustained by the united Whig party,
which was slowly regaining its place in the State. Neverthe-
less, though Plunket, in 1821, succeeded in carrying a Bill
through the House of Commons, in favour of the Catholic
claims, this was thrown out by the House of Lords; and as
provisions for the veto had been attached to it, the measure
was condemned by O'Connell and his adherents.